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PREFATORY.

TaErRE have been so many political revolutions in
some of the South American states, accompanied by cruel
acts of military despots, that I fear our busy people in
the United States have acquired an unfavorable impres-
sion of almost the whole of South America. It is desir-
able, however, as satisfying the demands of a high order
of intelligence, that they should have discriminating and
correct views of the different races and countries on their
own continent. Especially a country like Drazil, nearly
as large in territory as the United States, peopled by de-
scendants of the high-spirited and industrious Portuguese,
and containing thirteen million inhabitants, is well worth
knowing by Americans. Our young Americans in par-
ticular ought to be encouraged to cultivate a better knowl-
edge of such foreign countries, both in the interests of
trade and of peace. For a people who can have great
influence in maintaining peace there is scarcely any de-
partment of knowledge that is more elevated. Richard
Cobden wrote a book to disabuse the minds of his coun-
trymen of their delusions and prejudices in regard to
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Russia. Although I lack the ability of that most clear and
eloquent writer, still I hope I may be able to present
some facts in respect to the present situation of Brazil
which will be both instructive and entertaining to general
readers. My object is to answer such questions as an
intelligent American would be likely to ask in regard to
Drazil.

My means of acquaintance with that empire are prin-
cipally derived from a residence of three years at Rio de
Janeiro, its capital, while employed in the service of the

United States Government, during which period I made

a few journeys into the interior. My consular office was
situated in the busiest part of the great commercial city
of Rio de Janeiro, and its duties brought me into frequent
personal intercourse with the leading business houses and
with many of the best-informed people of the country.
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BRAZIIL.:
ITS CONDITION AND PROSPECTS.

CHAPTER 1.

VOYAGE TO BRAZIL.

Ar the time I left the United States for Brazil, in
the summer of 1882, there was no regular line of passen-
ger - steamers running between New York and Rio de
Janeiro. The old American line had ceased, and the
present one had not commenced. The consequence was,
that our voyage to DBrazil was by the way of Europe,
while the voyage home was from Rio to New York on
one of the new American steamers. I embarked with
my wife and daughter on the North-German Lloyd’s
steamship Oder, and, after a pleasant passage, landed at
Southampton, whence we went by steamer to Havre, and
thence overland to Lisbon, stopping a few days at Paris,
Madrid, and Lisbon. It was particularly interesting to
visit Portugal before going to the empire which it had
planted. We had becn so well pleased with the German
steamer, that we took one of the same company’s ships
for the passage from Lisbon to Rio, the Graf Bismarck,
Captain Thallenhorst commanding, on which we em-
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barked out in the calm waters of the Tagus the lovely
afternoon of August 5th. We made the voyage to Rio in
twenty-one days, and were favored with pleasant weather
and a comparatively smooth sea all the way. There
were only three or four cabin- passengers besides our-
selves, and we were favored with an abundance of room.
The fourth day out we landed at one of the Canary Isl-
ands, upon which there is very grand mountain scenery.
We spent a short time in its capital city, Santa Cruz,
where the steamer took upward of a hundred immigrant
passengers bound for one of the River Plate countries.
August 22d, we landed and spent about half a day at
Bahia, Brazil’s capital in carly colonial times, and now
her second city. It has a striking situation on red land,
which rises abruptly a hundred feet or more above the
water. A small park overlooking the sea, and filled with
tall palms and large shade-trees, is one of the first objects
that arrest attention in approaching the city from the
north. Aswe proceeded down the Brazilian coast, a range
of green mountains some distance inland could frequently
be seen. From time to time, as we got a little nearer land,
cultivated plantations were visible. Nearer the sea were
low hills, with a strip of white sand always bordering
the shore. We arrived off Rio de Janeiro before sun-
rise, Saturday, August 26th, and, being awakened for the
purpose, arose and went to the captain’s bridge to observe
the scenery on entering the port. It was very picturesque
and pleasing, though the more distant mountains were
somewhat obscured by clouds. The granite cone, called
the Sugar-Loaf, was among the nearest prominent objects.
A chain of irregular mountains seemed to inclose the har-
bor of Rio, and from one point of view the captain pointed
out how the summits formed the figure of a man repos-
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ing, of which, if I recollect right, the Sugar-Loaf was the
feet. The scenery, though not of the sublime cast of
towering mountains, was, nevertheless, striking. On en-
tering the ample harbor the scene continually increased
in interest until the anchor was dropped. An extensive
city, sparkling in the morning sun, lay stretched at great
length along the scalloped shore of the bay, covering sev-
eral hills in its limits, and extending to the very slopes
of the tree-covered mountains. Botafogo Bay, the Gloria
IIill, and the church on its top, Santa Theresa IIill, the
Public Garden, the towers of the Cathedral-—these were
some of the objects that were first pointed out to us.
There, sure enough, was Rio de Janeiro, the greatest city
of South America, an interesting and attractive place, no
doubt, yet still a city frequently scourged with the dreaded
yellow fever; there was the city which was to be our new
home—for how long ?

It was about nine o’clock when we went ashore. We
first walked to the office of the steamship company, and
from there took a carriage to our hotel, feeling, of course,
grateful for having accomplished so long a journey in
safety.

There had been nothing of special interest in our
passage from Lisbon. I was usually awakened before
sunrise every morning by the seamen washing off the
deck, and hearing the pigs, which were carried for sub-
sistence, scampering about on deck at the same time, a
freedom they had while their pens were being washed.
Our meals were not taken down-stairs in the cabin, but in
a pleasant room forward opening from the deck. DBreak-
fast was at eight o’clock, consisting of a good beefsteak,
fried potatoes, good coffee or tea, and bread and fresh
eggs ; dinner at 2 p. i and tea at about dark. The after-
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deck was ample for walking, or pitching quoits, and was
protected from the sun by an awning. Over the room
where we ate was also a small deck, with awning, near
to and about on a level with the officers’ bridge, and
which was a favorite place for sitting and reading or
lounging, as the prospect from it was extensive and the
atmosphere agreeable. There were a few nights or parts
of nights when the heat was oppressive in our state-rooms.
We could generally, however, keep the round small win-
dow in each state-room open or partly open, but it was
sometimes hazardous to do so. One night, when I had
left the window open in my room, a wave came against
the ship, dashing fully two buckets of water in upon me
as I was lying in my berth sound asleep. Another night
one of our European fellow-passengers had a similar ex-
perience.

The crew was composed of steady, sensible Germans,
including some boys who have very good prospects, as, by
sticking to their profession,and taking pains to acquire
theoretical as well as practical knowledge of navigation,
they may look forward some day to become masters of
just such a steamship as the Bismarck. In crossing the
equator a part of an afternoon is devoted to a bit of frolic
to initiate such seamen as are crossing the line for the
first time. On this occasion on our steamer there was a
grotesque procession, after which the candidates were
subjected to a mock operation of shaving, and, by some
slip of their seat, found themselves sprawling in a tub of
water. The whole concluded by the captain treating all
hands to beer. The only dispute or quarrel, and that
not serious, which occurred on the voyage, was between a
couple of the seamen after this hour or so of fun.

Competent ship-masters agree that the voyage between
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the United States and Brazil is easy and pleasant as com-
pared with that across the North Atlantic. As Captain
Beers says, “it is a yacht-excursion.” In coming from
New York to Rio de Janeiro and returning, the weather
and sea as a rule are favorable, a fact important both to
merchants and to those who travel for recreation and in-
struction.

The United States and Brazil Mail Steamnship Com-
pany began running their line of new passenger-steam-
ships between New York and Rio de Janeiro in 1883;
and in October, 1886, commenced the extension of
their line to Montevideo with their new steamship Alli-
anca. Leaving their dock at Brooklyn, these steamers
proceed on every voyage to Newport News, Virginia,
where they take on their supply of coal and a cargo of
flour, and leave the latter place the evening of the third
day after starting from Brooklyn. They pass about one
hundred and fifty miles west of the Bermudas, and in the
course of five days arrive in the fine harbor of the green
mountain-island of St. Thomas—an island which Presi-
dent Lincoln hought of Denmark by a treaty which the
Senate refused to ratify. There, a hundred black people,
young and old, male and female, bring coal aboard the
ship in baskets, which they carry on their heads, working
almost on the jump. Peddlers of coral hover about the
ship in their boats; also, youthful swimmers, who, to
make a little money and divert the passengers, will dive
and bring up any small silver coin that the latter may be
willing to throw into the water.

From St. Thomas the steamer is a little less than two
days in reaching Barbadoes, a beautiful undulating and
exceedingly fertile island, covered with plantations of
sugar-cane and numerously dotted with dwellings. It is
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a favorite resort for visitors, has a good modern hotel,
and living on the island is very cheap. Irom Barbadoes
to Pari, Brazil’s rising city of the Awmazon Valley, occu-
pies from four to five days. DPassengers will generally
wish to visit this and the other Drazilian cities at which
the steamer calls, but before doing so it may be best to
consult the surgeon on board. The steamer usually runs
from Pari to Maranham in a day and a half ; from Ma-
ranham to Pernambuco, an important city and center of
the sugar-trade, in three and a half days; from Pernambuco
to Bahia, in two and a half days; and from Bahia to Rio
de Janeiro, in threc days. If yon are fond of oranges,
always lay in a supply at Bahia. No good ones are to be
had at the ports north of Bahia. Irom Rioto New York
there arc DBritish steamships leaving weekly, some of
which have good passenger accommodations. A person
of leisure, or traveling for health, would find a passage
pleasant on some of the sailing-packets which run regu-
larly between Baltimore and Rio, a few of which some-
times make four round voyages in the course of the year.

A sailing-vessel leaving one of our Atlantic ports,
bound for Brazil, usually steers east a great distance to get
into the trade-winds blowing from the northeast to the
southwest. She goes east for this purpose nearly half-
way across the Atlantic, then southeasterly to about the
twenty-cighth degree of latitude; from there she is car-
ried along by the northeast trade-wind to the tenth or fifth
degree of latitude north of the equator, according to the
season, after which there are light, variable winds till
about the second degree north of the equator, when the
southeast trade-winds may be expected, and which take
the vessel to about the nineteenth degree of latitude south
of the equator; after which there are variable winds to
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Rio de Janeiro. The average crossing of the equator is
at longitude 32° west.

As the “torrid zone” extends some twenty-three de-
grees on each side of the equator, and as the common un-
derstanding of the word ¢ torrid ” is violent heat, it is no
wonder that people have a wrong impression of the char-
acter of the weather at sea in the neighborhood of and
even under the equator. It is not oppressively hot. On
the contrary, there is generally a refreshing breeze, and
the nights are often cool enough for passengers to re-
quire a blanket for cover in their berths while sleeping.

I believe there is nothing particularly noteworthy as
to the phenomena in the vicinity of the equator and
through the “torrid ” zone, except that the weather may
toward evening be habitually cloudy and look threatening,
and soon clear up and become bright starlight. The
water when agitated displays at night mueh brilliant phos-
phorescent light. During the day the sight of one or
two sailing-vessels at a distance, also the frequently seen
“ flying-fish,” are about all that would interrupt the mo-
notony. Going south from the equator, say in August, one
soon misses the ¢ Great Dipper.” The Southern Cross, a
constellation of but four stars, is then seen in the southern
heavens early in the evening. The Scorpion is directly
overhead, and at two or three o’clock in the morning
Orion is visible just above the eastern horizon. The dis-
tance from New York to Rio de Janeiro direct is five
thousand miles; consequently steamships that average
twelve miles an hour, a reasonable speed, would make the
voyage in seventeen days; but, calling as they usually do
at several intermediate ports, the time is extended five or
six days.

2




CHAPTER 1L

GETTING TO HOUSEKEEPING.

CarsoN’s English Ilotel, at which we stopped, is
handily located on the Rua Catéte, the street-cars pass-
ing it every five minutes. In size and architecture it is
unpretentious, but has a large lawn and garden in the
rear, entirely secluded from the street by one of those
high walls which still inclose many old dwelling-sites. It
is an orderly and popular family hotel. If there are
lady guests, a maid taps at the chamber-door about eight
in the morning and hands in a pot of black coffee, a
pitcher of hot milk, some rolls and butter. This is ex-
pected to sustain nature till you are dressed and come to
the ordinary eating-room, where breakfast is served from
nine, or a little before, till twelve. The earthen water-
bottle, which I shall further along deseribe, set on its
own little platter and placed at convenient distances along
the center of the table, forms a part of what is usually
on every dining-table. There are dishes of oranges and
bananas. The steak, or chop, is broiled after you give
your order. You may need to wait fifteen minutes for
your breakfast ; but be patient, and you will be treated
all the better. The servants have been long in the house,
and have been accustomed to wait on Brazilian magnates
and their families, who are usually very polite; and if

R e
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transient guests are irritable, they are themselves the
losers.

It being our purpose to go to housekeeping as soon as
convenient after reaching Rio, one of the first things to
occupy our attention was to search for a suitable house.
We had got the impression that, to be secure against yel-
low fever, one should reside on elevated ground—say on
either the Gloria or the Santa Theresa Hill. We first
looked, therefore, at houses on both these hills, making
the ascent on foot, in very warm weather, several times to
do so, and saw some very fair houses, commanding a splen-
did view of the harbor and the mountain scenery on the
opposite side, but they were so difficult of access that we
were reluctant to take either one; and finally learning,
what I have since become satisfied is the truth, that those
localities are no more exempt from the fever than some
other parts of the city less elevated, we began to look
elsewhere. We visited houses in the favorite districts
of Sdo Christovio, Dotafogo, and Larangeiras ; and, finally,
a desirable new house was pointed out to me by Mr.
Rainsford, an old resident and former United States
vice-consul, at No. 143 Rua das Larangeiras, which I
hired (of course, unfurnished) at one thousand dollars per
year.

We had visited over a dozen vacant houses altogether,
and in this way had obtained information about the inside
of Brazilian houses that we otherwise would not have had.
What I saw in this regard impressed me that sleeping-
rooms in the older houses frequently lack windows—mere
dark alcoves being used for that purpose; that the kitch-
ens are very small; and that the quarters for servants are
either dark basement-rooms under the principal rooms, or
else are in small, detached buildings without windows.
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There were things, sometimes, in sanitary regards that
were shocking.

We had got into our new house and settled at house-
keeping inside of three weeks after our arrival at Rio.
Neither carpets nor furniture with woolen or upholstered
covers are common in DBrazilian houses, though there is
nothing in the climate to prevent their use—for moths
are no more troublesome in DBrazil than in the United
States ; but not uncommonly a large rug is used to cover
the middle part of the parlor-floor. For the most part,
the house furniture is cane-seated, with wood-work of rose-
wood, mahogany, or some other reddish-colored wood of
the country. The sofa has a high back, and is a neat and
substantial piece of furniture. Two rows of about three
chairs each, facing, are placed at right angles to the sofa,
forming a little avenue to it. The sofa, about a dozen
chairs, including two arm-chairs, and two cabinets, or
“ dunkerquerks,” with marble tops and mirrored doors,
will cost about five hundred dollars. This will answer as
a specimen for a part of the furniture in houses of the
middle class. Of course, rich upholstered furniture is
found in the dwellings of the wealthy. In damp and hot
weather, clothing and books gather mold, and should be
frequently looked after and expesed to the sun.

There is no trouble about stoves or furnaces. I know
only one house in Rio provided with heating accommo-
dations. The stoves for cooking are put in as a part of
the house. The fuel consists of wood obtained in the vi-
cinity, and comes in small bundles of slender split sticks,
three feet long, each bundle being about a foot in diame-
ter. The numerous grocery-shops, or ¢ venders,” furnish
and deliver them; but they can generally be obtained
more economically by the cart-load from wood-dealers.
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The majority of the people live from hand to mouth,
and buy their supplies from day to day at the handiest
shop; others buy a month’s supply of groceries from
some dealer down town. The bread made by the bakers
in Rio is so good that no family thinks of baking its own
bread. DBeef is bought fresh every morning, and is gener-
ally good. The slaughter of beef-creatures takes place
several miles out of the city, under government super-
vision. The meat is brought into the city on the railroad
before evening, and, just before dark, great, heavy, closed
wagons, drawn by four mules, go rumbling through the
city and deliver the beef in quarters at the numerous
meat-shops. DBy ten o’clock in the morning the retailer
has generally sold out all of his stock, though after that
a few pieces may be seen hanging up at his door. Ice is
rather a dear luxury, though it is now manufactured ex-
tensively at Rio. Ifamilies get along, however, very well
without ice, by cooking their meat the day it is bought,
and keeping the food in perforated zine-paneled, movable
cupboards —a most useful article of pantry furniture,
which I have only seen in Drazil.

Fresh pork is regarded in Rio as a luxury. The salt
pork of the country is good, and comes in a dry condition
in heavy rolls. Poultry is sold alive through fear of dis-
case. Turkeys are driven in flocks and peddled at a high
price ; the drivers, at a slow pace and in a singing tone, ad-
vertising as they go. There are numerous cow-stables all
through the city, and milk is delivered in bottles by men
afoot, though a few carts are making a beginning. It is
also common to drive cows around singly in the morning,
and to milk at the door the quantity a family may require.
In such cases the calf is allowed to accompany the cow,
but is subjected to a muzzle. This dairy business appears
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to be in the hands of the Portuguese; and the frequent
sight of these cows led about through the strects by in-
nocent, country-looking youths, in some cases quite fresh
from the valleys of Portugal, gives Rio a rustic feature
which is pleasant.

Of family subsistence, more things are of foreign pro-
duction than would, at first thought, be supposed. DButter
comes in tin cans from Denmark, or some other foreign
country ; lard from the United States; potatoes and on-
ions from Portugal. Neither green corn, green peas, nor
tomatoes to any extent, are found in the Rio market.
There is a fair supply of several kinds of delicate sea-fish,
and the best way to procure them is to go direct to the
principal market, rather than depend on fish-peddlers,
whose presence can often be known by the sense of smell.
The mero, one of the best, is a thick fish with black skin,
without scales, costing forty cents a pound, and grows
to the size of two hundred pounds. The badejo is an-
other dark-skinned fish, without scales, and attains a
weight of sixty pounds. The roballo has scales of the
color of the shad, a black stripe on each side, and looks
like our salt-water striped bass; its ordinary weight is
about seven pounds. The curvina is reddish-colored, has
thick, hard scales, which have to be shaved off, with an
outer skin, and weighs about six pounds. This, and the
vermelho, are similar to the red snapper of the Gulf of
Mexico in appearance, and in the delicacy and firmness of
their flesh. Nearly all the fish are caught in the Bay of Rio
de Janeiro, into which they come from the sea, though
some are taken outside as far as Cape Frio, eighteen hours
distant by sail. The mero and badejo are caught only
with the hook.

‘The metric system of weights and measures is in use,
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and eat, fish, and groceries are bought by the kilogramme
of two and twenty hundredths pounds. The unit for the
measure of money is the milreis—thousand reis—on the
same principle as if we in the United States were to indi-
cate our money in mills, and in writing a dollar should
say one thousand mills. In figures the Brazilians write a
milreis thus, 18000. . Five hundred reis, or half a milreis,
they write §500, and a conto—one thousand milreis—
1,000$000. There are nickel one hundred and two hun-
dred reis-pieces, the first worth about four cents and the
latter eight cents. There are also copper pieces of which
five are equal to a hundred reis. The Brazilian milreis in
gold has the value of fifty-four and six tenths cents. But
neither gold nor silver is in circulation. All of the money
consists of irredeemable legal-tender Government notes
which have for years been continually depreciating in
value till in 1885 the milreis, in paper, was worth only
about thirty-six cents. It rose to the value of forty cents
the first half of 1886. This sort of money in a country
affects business just on the same principle as if the length
of the yardstick were to change from week to week.

The average wages of servants in good families are
about forty-five milreis, say sixteen dollars, per month.
Some of the best servants are slaves, who are owned and
have Deen trained by people of the upper class. The
wages of such servants all go to the owner. The Portu-
guese generally make industrious and reliable servants, and
are very commonly employed in such capacity. They do
not expect to make or receive many visits; and they are
usually bright, cheerful, and respectful. As the halls,
stairs, and floors, especially in dining-rooms, are uncar-
peted, there is considerable scrubbing to be done, and that
is done by men on their knees. A man-servant of some
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of the wealthier families will rise daily as early as five
and go to the market, two miles distant, to buy what is
needed for the table in the way of fish, meat, vegetables,
and fruit. But, ordinarily, your man-servant rises at six,
and in a pair of slip-shod slippers goes to the nearest meat-
shop for the day’s supply ; while the meat is being cut, he
steps into the shop of the adjoining grocer and buys a
morning journal, the columns of which he enjoys reading
as much as any one. If he feels like it, he indulges in a
small glass of the spirits of the country. On his return
to the house, in the course of ten or fifteen minutes, he
blacks your boots, sweeps the dining-room and hall, per-
haps washes off the steps and sidewalk in front, sets the
table for breakfast, cleans the parrot-cage, and generally
continues occupied through the day, taking a few whifls
from a cigarette at intervals.

There is in common use in Brazil, as well as in Span-
ish America and in Portugal and Spain, an earthen bottle
(called in Brazil moringue) for holding drinking-water,
which is very serviceable, and would form a most useful
addition to American household utensils in warm weather,
as it keeps water fresh and cool a long time. It is like-
wise a very picturesque object, being in the form of an
ancient Greck pattern, of which a specimen, all but the
stopper, is given in Plate XX VIII, page 234, of Eastlake’s
“ Household Taste,” under the head of “ Greek toilet-
ware.” The lower part of this bottle is bulbous in form,
about cight inches in diamecter, the neck four or five
inches long, so as to be conveniently grasped by the hand,
and one and a half inch in diameter at the mouth. The
stopper is hollow, with a neat circular cap top. The bot-
tom is flat, and it is usually set on a small plate of the
same material—the whole of a deep Indian-red color.
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The quality of being unglazed gives it the power to keep
water cool. DBeing used also with a stopper, as it always
should be, it prevents the water from absorbing the im-
purities of the atmosphere; it also excludes insects; and
for these reasons, and because it keeps the water cool, it
would be a vast improvement on our open pitchers. In
the sick-chamber at night it would prove especially valu-
able. Its introduction into our country would also tend
to do away with the use of ice-water. These bottles are
all made by hand, and beautifully shaped by the eye, from
a lump of moist and prepared clay, while revolving rap-
idly on a little table which the workman keeps in motion
by a crank worked with his foot. They are retailed singly,
with the plate, at less than fifty cents. Glazed and fancy
painted bottles are often to be seen on the tables of res-
taurants and hotels, but they do not keep the water cool,
nor are they as picturesque as the unglazed bottles. No
family undertakes to do without the latter.




CHAPTER III

RIO AND ITS PEOPLE.

WuiLe the first rude huts were being built where
New York now stands, Rio de Janeiro, the commercial
and political capital of Drazil, had been scttled over fifty
years. It is situated as far south as Ilavana is north of
the equator, and has now a population of nearly half a
million, it being the largest city, outside of the United
States, on the American Continent. It is the seat of half
the foreign commerce of the empire, has a navy-yard,
arsenal, several ship-yards, cotton-mills, foundries, and
other manufactures. If one of our larger ships of war
needed repairs while in the South Atlantie, it could find
only at Rio a sufficiently large dry-dock. The glory of
the city is its splendid harbor, four miles wide by twelve
miles long, and into which the largest ships can enter with
ease and lic in safety. The ecity is built on one side of
the bay which forms this harbor, with wooded and peaked
mountains in the immediate background, whose spurs
and foot-hills, in places, press down almost to the water’s
edge, forming headlands between which are smaller, cres-
cent-shaped bays. The older part of the city is on low, flat
land, where the streets are straight and narrow. Within
the present city limits are twenty hills, some of which are
quite prominent and covered with buildings. The prin-
cipal hill is Santa Theresa. On the Gloria are a white
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church of the same name, and a few villas amid scattered
royal palms; on the Castle Hill are the observatory and
shipping telegraph station, while the Saude Hill is covered
with old and cheap dwellings. Two or three other hills
are noticeable as the sites of old and rather dingy-looking
convents. Others, again, are about in their natural state,
clothed with bushes and trees, though here and there are
considerable arcas of green grass. Granite-quarrying is
going on extensively at the base and sides of several hills.
Irom the Botanical Garden, situated at the foot of the
Corcovado Mountain, around to the foot of the Tijuca
Mountains, the distance is about ten miles, all of which is
built up. The whole of this distance can be traveled in
street-cars, and the trip would give one many interesting
views and a fair idea of the city. Another interesting
ride on the street-cars would be to Ponte Caju, and past
the cemetery of that name. It is a promontory, at the end
of which the Emperor has his hunting-park, but which,
I imagine, he seldom visits. A still more interesting trip
on the street-cars is up the inclined plane in cars pulled
by a cable and stationary engine on the Santa Theresa Hill,
and to the new reservoir, the view from which is fine.
The best view of Rio and its surroundings is obtained
from the top of the Corcovado Mountain, two thousand
feet high, situated about five miles from the custom-
house. Though connected with the Tijuca group of
mountains, among which are some higher peaks, it is easily
distinguished by its peculiar form. The side toward the
sea is a precipitous column of rock for half the distance
down from the top—the Botanical Garden lying at the
foot. The. opposite side is gradually sloping, clothed
with forest, and from some points of view is thought to
look like the stooping shoulders of an old man—a fancy
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which suggested its name. The view from the summit,
taking in as it does almost the whole extended and irreg-
ular area of the city, with many interesting natural ob-
jects, is highly pleasing. Like Naples, as seen from the
hill of St. Elmo, the level part of the city resembles a
plane of tiled roofs, with steeples and domes interspersed,
yet studded with several bright-green hills dotted with
buildings and trees. In the direction of the Emperor’s
residence, some six miles distant, and which seems to

stand amid an undulating, verdant park, are large tracts.

of vacant, level, and grass-covered land, showing what an
extensive area remains for the city to be built upon far-
ther up the bay. Beyond these in the distance are to be
seen the Organ and Petropolis Mountains, though they
are frequently obscured by the clouds. The blue Atlan-
tic, visible as far as the eye can reach, the surf rolling
over white beaches near the foot of the mountain, the few
scattered islands near the shore, the Sugar-Loaf and other
prominent heights near the entrance of the harbor, the
capacious harbor itself with its numerous vessels, the old
city of Nictheroy on the opposite side—these are some of
the many objects upon which the eye lingers. A rail-
way for most of the way up was opened in the latter part
of 1884, and completed to the top the next year ; so that
now, by taking the Larangeiras street-car and the new
railway connecting therewith, one can get from the heart
of the city to the summit in an hour. The area on the
summit is about a fifth of an acre, all granite, and is
inclosed by a firm concrete wall. At Paineiras, two
thirds of the way up, is a fashionable restaurant hotel.

Is Rio built of wood, of brick, or of marble? Neither.
It is, however, massively built. The walls of the build-
ings are concrete, formed of emall pieces of split stone,
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mortar, and an occasional layer of brick, are usually two
feet thick, and in some of the older public buildings even
thicker. The color of the walls is frequently white, some-
times a brilliant blue, olive-green, or a light red. The
roofs, four-sided, of the hip style, are all covered with
thick, red, oval tiles, and, there being no chimneys, their
aspect is dull. To relieve this, the more genteel houses
have either a balustrade or stuccoed wall around the
roofs, with statues, vases, or other figures on the corners.
The stories and windows are high. Balconies are common,
with smooth granite bottoms, sculptured underneath, be-
ing composed of large blocks extending through the thick-
ness of the wall, and lending strength as well as ornament
to the edifice. The windows in the modern buildings
open door-fashion, and are well adapted to the climate.
They are very securely fastened at top and Dbottom by
simply one turn of the handle of an iron bolt. Windows
in the lower stories have strong wooden folding shutters
inside. In chamber-windows the glass part opens inward
on hinges, with blinds opening outward. The trimmings,
such as window-caps, door and window facings, are of
smooth granite—the handsome black and white granite so
abundant at Rio—often perfectly arched, and lend an as-
pect of durability as well as of ornament to the building.
The foundation-walls, to the height of two feet or more,
are of granite. In some of the stuccoed buildings almost
too much expense seems to have been devoted to outside
show. Many houses are in imitation of reddish marble
and very handsome. Some of the inside shutters, of
black walnut, or those painted white with gilt borders,
show to advantage through windows of plate-glass. There
is not much display of curtains. The front sides of some

of the older buildings are wholly or partly covered with
3
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flat porcelain tiles, generally of blue color, like what may
be seen in Lisbon. There is but one marble building in
Rio, and that is a sumptuous private mansion of reddish
Italian marble, with splendid grounds extending down to
the water, and singularly called the ¢ Palace of Tears.” The
Library building of the Portuguese colony, now in course
of erection, is of white stone from Portugal and of elabo-
rate Gothie architecture. The new Merchants’ Exchange
is of granite only in the first story, the upper part being
of stucco. The fronts of some of the churches are of
light-colored imported stone. The Mint is a neat build-
ing, with Doric granite pillars ; the Marine Ilospital (Mise-
ricordia) is a stately edifice, with a colonnade of imposing
granite pillars, fronting on the water. The Bank of
Brazil is a fine granite structure ; likewise the new Medi-
cal School. So, also, the Cathedral has a high and hand-
some dome. But generally the public buildings and
churches are plain. The Imperial Palace is simply re-
spectable, yet has a lovely situation.

The fashionable private residences are in those parts
of the city known as Larangeiras and Botafogo, also to
some extent in Sao Christovdo, each about three miles
from the business center, and reached by street-cars. Of
these localities Larangeiras is the more elevated. The
houses of the wealthy are mostly separate, standing in
delightful grounds, amid neatly kept lawns, flower-beds,
shrubbery of various colors, different varieties of trees,
including often some species of dwarf palm, and groups
of the clustered, small-stemmed palm of Pard. Some-
times there is a row of royal palms in front of the house,
or there may be an avenue of these palms leading to the
house. They are seventy to eighty feet high, but seem
much taller, with tops like gigantic ostrich-plumes and
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stems perfectly smooth and symmetrical—the most strik-
ing tree of the tropics. The grounds of these houses are
inclosed by an iron fence consisting of perpendicular ar-
row- or spear-pointed rods set upon a substantial wall of
smooth granite, the whole about twelve feet high. DBut
the most characteristic, and, I think, one of the most at-
tractive features of the surroundings are the gate-pillars
at the main driveway or entrance from the street. The
gates themselves are of iron rods, but the pillars are often
beautifully proportioned shafts of sculptured granite, sur-
mounted by graceful capitals, on which rests a ball of the
same material. More commonly the gate-pillars are of
masonry, two or three feet thick and twelve to fifteen
feet high, and sometimes surmounted by a vase contain-
ing the gilt-bordered cactus, or by a figure of a lion, a
big pineapple, or a small statue. Not unusually they, as
well as the fence, are covered with a thick mat of closely
trimmed myrtle, or with vines bearing brilliant flowers.
The hollyhock, the begonia, the oleander, the red-flow-
ered eusibius of Mexico, and many other plants, in their
seasons of bloom attract attention in these various inclos-
ures. Often the entrance to the house is at the side, and,
instead of there being much ground in front, there will be
a narrow strip extending on one side of the house a long
distance to the rear and well stocked with orange-trees and
shrubbery. = One may ride in the open street-cars by some
of the finer of these private residences and grounds daily
the year round, and look upon their bright and cheerful
aspect with undiminished pleasure.

Rio has gathered a variety of beautiful flowering trees
from different parts of the tropical world. There are
several large and tall ones, some bearing purple flowers,
others yellow flowers, whose names I do not know ; and
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I presume one reason why so few people at Rio know the
names of the trees is because the species are not native.
The flambeau, or torch-tree, bearing scarlet blossoms in
December, is becoming common as a shade-tree. The
large -leafed chapeo do sul, or umbrella-tree, has been
planted for shade in many of the streets. A splendid
tall tree, with small and very dark green leaves, bearing
large red flowers in August and September—the Espar-
todia excelsa of Australia—may be seen in a few private
grounds and in the Public Garden. The mangois a large
native tree, very common, and at a distance resembles a
spreading oak ; it puts forth russet-colored flowers in July.
The tall, thick, yet graceful clusters of bamboo, with
plume-like tops and always dark green, are a characteristic
feature of the vegetation. A large and tall shade-tree,
bearing nuts, with leaves like those of the lilac, and which
small birds love to haunt, is rather common. In the out-
skirts of the city around the cabins of the poor are plen-
tiful thickets of the broad-leaved banana. As a whole, it
is a vegetation that craves and is favored by an abundance
of sunshine.

The Public Garden, containing about eight acres ; the
Park of the Constitution, still larger, and containing a
fine bronze statue of the Emperor’s father, surrounded by
groups of aborigines of heroic size ; and the Park of Accla-
mation, containing about forty acres, are in the middle part
of the city, and well laid out. In the older and lower por-
tions of Rio the streets are very narrow ; and the sidewalks,

- which are scarcely wide enough for two to go abreast, are

raised but an inch or two above the street pavement. The
foot-boards on the sides of some of the street-cars overlap
these sidewalks a little, and frequently the wheels of heavy
teams driving at a rapid pace invade them, compelling
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people on foot to dodge into a shop-door to escape being
run over. These narrow streets are the only thorongh;
fares of commerce; and when the export trade is active,
and great cargoes of coffee destined to Europe and the
United States are being moved through them at reckless
speed, the noise and din of the long trains of loaded wagons
and of street freight-cars, drawn by mules, with the yell-
ing of excited drivers, are intense. These narrow streets
are behind the times, and altogether unsuitable for the
great traffic that is done in them. Could Rio be remodeled
as Paris was by Napoleon I1I, it would become one of the
finest cities in the world. The city throughout is well
paved with granite blocks, and is generously lighted by
gas, the lamps for which are kept scrupulously clean. Elec-
tric light is used in some places. Great improvement has
been made in the past fifteen years, especially in drainage
and cleanliness; and improvement is still the order of the
day, though it is not so rapid nor systematic as it could be
if there were some leading business men’s organization that
could influence public opinion. An English corporation,
called the City Improvement Company, has for several
years had a contract for making drains, and an extensive
system of drainage is in operation and continually increas-
ing. The pavement of some of the older streets still
slopes a little to the center, through which, during a heavy
shower, there will run quite a brook. Several of these
streets, including the much-traveled Ouvidor, may, during
a heavy rain, be impassable by foot-people for an hour.
There will be times when the only way to get across them
will be by a temporary foot-bridge, fixed by some street-
porter. A too confident jumper will now and then land
in the water, much to the amusement of the by-standers.
Though not subject to snow blockades, Rio is liable to
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blockades of sand and earth, washed down from the hills
during an unusually heavy fall of rain. In 1883 some of
the street-cars were stopped two days by such obstruction.

The principal means of communication are street-cars,
drawn by mules over very smoothly laid steel rails. The
pioneer street-railway was to the Botanical Garden, estab-
lished several years ago by American enterprise. It ac-
commodates the Botafogo and Larangeiras districts. Natu-
rally the money for the undertaking was raised by the
sale of the company’s bonds, and from that fact the street-
cars in Rio are universally called “bondes.” ¢ Are you
going to take the ‘bond’?” means in Rio, “ Are you
coing to take the street-car?” The strect-railways are
well managed, comfortable, and popular. The first-class
cars are open, yet provided with leather or oil-cloth cur-
tains, to exclude rain or sun. The seats of polished Bra-
zil-wood or mahogany face to the front, and the backs can
be swung over when the direction is reversed. Iach seat
accommodates four persons, who can sit very comfortably.
It is only on the cheaper, or second-class cars, that more
than the regular number of passengers are allowed to
crowd in. A conductor passes along outside on a foot-
board to take the fare. For a distance of two miles, or
less, the fare is a nickel of two hundred reis, equivalent to
eight cents. These first-class cars are habitually used by

the wealthy, yet the humblest person is admitted without

distinetion of color, unless barefooted. So comfortable
are they, that people, of an evening, often take a ride in
them for pleasure. They afford opportunity for noticing
the manners of the people, who, as a rule, are quiet and
well-bred. Of course, smoking is universally allowed.
Perhaps half the gentlemen on a street-car in the morn-
ing will be smoking cigars or cigarcttes. Soon after the
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Brazilian has taken his seat, he proceeds with great de-
liberation to prepare to smoke. Ile takes from his pocket
a neat pouch of tobacco, from a pocket-book a ready-cut
cigarette-wrapper, generally of corn-husk, into which le
puts a few small pinches of tobacco, at the same time dis-
tributing it along, and pressing and rolling it into proper
form; he folds the wrapper around it with care, then
takes from another pocket a little box of explosive match-
es, lights his cigarette, and proceeds to smoke. Ile is in
no hurry about anything. Perhaps, seated next to him,
is one of the many devout Sisters of Charity, in her uni-
form of white bonnet and gray, woolen dress, and who,
by the movement of her lips, her downeast expression, and
slow telling of her beads, is saying prayers.

For public carriages there is the one-horse chaise (til-
bury) and hacks drawn by two mules. Distances being
long, the pavements rather rough, and the main streets
much intersected by railways, there is little inducement for
private equipages, of which therc are but few. Besides,
there is not in Rio, nor in its suburbs nearer than the
mountains of Tijuca, any pleasure driveway—a great lack,
indeed, in respect of recreation for the wealthy. Proba-
bly the Copacabana Beach, which is right along the ocean
and favored with mountain views, is not too distant for
this purpose. Were a macadamized road built there, and
nicely shaded with trees, it would afford a driveway as
fine as that at Marseilles. Such things will come in their
time—say a hundred years from now, when the city will
be much richer than it is at present. The general absence
of elegant private carriages, and the habit of genteel peo-
ple riding in the “bondes,” give Rio a democratic char-
acteristic that few other cities possess. Rich and poor
travel in the pleasant, open strect-cars. The exceptions
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are the imperial family and the cabinet ministers. Each
of the latter, by fashion’s edict, maintains a two-horse
coupé, which is generally driven very fast, and closely fol-
lowed by a couple of mounted guards.

The street most frequented is the Rua do Ouvidor,
extending from the water about half a mile to the Largo,
or Square of Sdo Francisco, and its locality should be well
fixed in the mind of the stranger, because eight or ten
strect-railway lines for the direction of Sao Christovéo
start from the Square of Sdo Francisco, where it ends, and
the Botanical Garden and Larangeiras lines leave it at the
foot of Rua Goncalves Dias. In the vicinity of where it
leaves the water are the custom-house, post-office, Mer-
chants’ Exchange, public market, the principal banks, and
the shops of the money-changers. It is not much more
than twenty feet wide, contains some of the best shops, in
whose plate-glass windows are displayed costly jewelry or
silks, and is so much occupied by pedestrians that car-
riages are not allowed in it from early in the morning till
late at night ; though the big one-mule garbage-carts, with
their dust and smells, detained by late risers, are often not
through their daily service till after ten in the morning.
About that time squads of business-men, brokers, and
clerks, who left their homes from half an hour to an hour
before on the street-cars, and have just alighted, are seen
hurrying along through this street, with umbrella in hand,
to their several places of business. DBesides having the
best dry-goods, millinery, and jewelry stores, it also has
some of the best and most frequented coffee-restaurants.
There, about the middle of the day, and especially on
Mondays, fashionable ladies, often accompanied by their
daughters, are to be seen shopping. The Polytechnic
School and College of Dom Pedro II being near one end
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of this street, it is a convenient place for students to lin-
ger a little after the hours of examination. A person
walking from the Chamber of Deputies to the Senate
would pass there. From these and other circumstances, it
happens that, from noon till about two o’clock in the after-
noon, the street is generally crowded with people, many
of whom are standing in groups conversing. If there is
a Cabinet crisis or other political excitement, a crowd will
be reading the latest bulletins at the newspaper-offices.
Matronly and richly dressed ladies with their handsome
children by their side, wealthy planters from the country,
senators and deputies—some of the most distinguished-
looking men of the empire; groups of students, and often
a little party of foreign travelers just stopping off from a
steamship for a few hours’ stroll—these, together with the
hundreds hastening along on business errands, help to
make up an animated throng which is numerous enough
to impede one’s progress. With the temperature at 90°
Fahr. in the shade, the heat on such occasions is op-
pressive, though the awnings in front of the shops keep
off much of the sun.

The dress of the Rio people differs scarcely any from
that of Europeans and Americans. The Brazilian gen-
tleman wears the “stove-pipe ” or stiff silk hat, a double-
breasted frock-coat of black cloth, closely buttoned even
in the warmest weather, and trousers of the same mate-
rial. Dusiness men generally wear the common stiff felt
hat ; and, in hot weather, trousers and vests of white linen
are common. Straw hats are less used than in the United
States. There are any number of ready-made clothing
stores at Rio, and apparently the goods are about the same
as supplied in northern climes.

The type of countenance is Latin; complexion dark,
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hair and eyes black, forehead high, nose prominent. The
eyes are generally large, and the expression amiable. La-
dies, at middle age, are inclined to be fat; and while one
frequently sees tall men at Rio, the stature of the people
is lower than that of Americans and the inhabitants of the
north of Europe. It is only in the Amazon Valley that
there has been much mixture of races.

Sea-bathing is very popular, though the water is that
of the bay, and not quite as pure as the ocean. Some
ladies rise at four in the morning, ride a mile or two in
the street-car to a beach, bathe in the salt water, and then
go back home and go to bed again.

There is a good deal of reserve in the female character;
although, as a rule, Brazilians are informal. Especially
are the young unmarried ladies of the higher society dig-
nified and formal. A single gentleman sitting near one
of them at dinner, even though he had been introduced,
would need to be cautious in offering his assistance. If
he were attentive, for example, in passing her different
things within his reach, a look of surprise on her part
would be likely to warn him that he was making himself
too free. These young ladies have more color than would
perhaps be expected in a tropical country. They have
black eyes, an abundance of black hair, and their educa-
tion consists principally of a knowledge of the I'rench lan-
guage, music, and embroidery.

Macedo, a popular Brazilian author, wrote in regard
to Drazilian women previous to 1873: “The ancient
anachronic and oppressive Portuguese customs which com-
pelled the ladies— mothers and daughters—to live se-
cluded from society, shut up in the depths of the domes-
tic hearth, only visible to relations and intimate friends,
and only to be guessed at in the churches and public
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places of amusement through their rich or simple man-
tillas and their thick veils—those rude customs of wom.
an’s captivity, for whom, as a general rule, the father se-
lected a husband, have long since been condemned and
banished from Brazil, where, in the capital and in the
cities, as regards ladies and families, the same formalities
of a good, accessible, and polished society are observable
and practiced as in the most civilized cities of the Old
World.”

The characteristic thought of Brazil is positivism, or
the science of society—belief in the elevation of society
mainly by the improvement of morals. The same style
of thinking takes the lead at Rio. But a great maritime
city, having constant intercourse with the outer world,
will always be more enlightened, humane, and liberal than
the average of people. IHence, the society of Rio is more
refined than that of Brazil in general. Fashionable so-
ciety follows the style of the genteel classes in Europe.
It is an orderly city, though not exempt from those occa-
sional crimes of violence that oceur in large cities. Two
or three years ago there was something of a riot, and
some street-lamps were broken, becanse the gas company
(English) had raised its charges; but even such disturb-
ances are rare. The police are generally young men, and,
though slight in appearance, will sometimes hang on to a
powerful offender with real grit. Some of the hardest
customers they have to deal with are intoxicated foreign
seamen.

A practice which strikes Americans as novel is the
carrying of immense burdens on the head. There goes
a cooper’s fifteen-year-old apprentice-lad bearing on his
Lead six empty ten-gallon hard-wood kegs, bound in one
package! There comes a porter, carrying in the same
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way an empty dry-goods box as big as an ox-cart! Tin-
peddlers go about with a general assortment of their wares
carried in a big basin on their heads; and, like all ped-
dlers at Rio, they endeavor to draw attention by continu-
ally beating on some of their implements. Stout colored
women, with fine figures, necks and arms like bronze,
peddle liver and tripe, which they carry in large trays on
their heads. So, a porter will often be seen carrying in
this way a wicker coop containing two or three dozen live
chickens. DBut the heaviest burdens borne upon the head
are pianos. It is quite common to see six negroes march.-
ing along in step with a piano on their heads, which they
may be carrying a couple of miles. The porters who han-
dle coffee, and who carry bags of it on their heads weigh-
ing one hundred and thirty-two pounds each, are generally
Africans. Some of them are natives of Africa, and be-
lievers in the Mohammedan religion. They seem temper-
ate and industrious, and, when unoccupied with heavy
work, sit in the doorways of the wholesale houses braid-
ing straw or palm-leaf hats. If there are a few near to-
gether, their voices may frequently be heard in loud but
good-humored talk. Their naked feet—and very stubby,
queer-looking feet some of them are—occupy a certain
part of the narrow sidewalk. These men generally appear
to be upward of fifty years old, and sometimes one of them
will be seen leaning his head against the side of the door-
way enjoying a nap. The presence of so many humble
laborers occupying the doorways of many of the impor-
tant business houses indicates a humane and free-and-easy
feeling.

There, on the sidewalk, against the wall of a church,
sits a cobbler, plying his trade in the open air. Ile is bare-
headed and barefooted. A young apprentice works with




RIO AND ITS PEOPLE. 37

him. Scattered through the city are many such who thus
get their rent free, as their progenitors did thousands of
years ago in old Rome and Tyre.

The most numerous street-venders are those, of all
ages, who sell lottery-tickets. Lotteries are legalized and
protected by the Government in all parts of the country,
and the purchase and sale of lottery-tickets is one of the
chief subjects of popular interest. “Andar hoje!” (“The
wheel turns to-day ! ) is a call from the lips of lottery-ticket
sellers which greets the passer-by at many street-corners
the year round. Rio secms a paradise for newspaper-boys
—a Jolly and peaceable set—the most of whom go bare-
footed, wear patched trousers, a shirt, a black felt hat, and
smoke cigarettes. They hover at the regular starting and
stopping places of the street-cars, and go on a keen run
from the newspaper-offices with the latest edition. They
shout the papers, and make a great deal of clamor, espe-
cially when it has a list of lottery-prizes. The confec-
tionary-venders, equally numerous and noisy, sell home-
made candies, called ballas, each done up in a twist of
fancy colored paper. These venders are generally black
or mulatto slave-boys, who are required to carry home a
fixed sum, and are allowed the surplus if there e any.
While the fashionable street-car is rapidly filling, or far-
ther on waits a minute for a coming car to pass, the in-
dulgent Brazilian parent has just time to buy a handful
of these sweets for the children.

There are several itinerant bands of German musi-
cians, who go about the streets of Rio and execute instru-
mental music for the pay that the by-standers may choose
to give. A few of these bands comprise a dozen mem-
bers, and their instruments are what are generally used
by an orchestra. They seem to make the round of the
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city every ten days or two weeks. All at once, say about
eleven o’clock in the forenoon, when the heat is most in-
tense, the occupants of a counting-room are liable to hear
under their windows the inspiring strains of some fine
overture, executed by one of these bands.

The native, the Portuguese, and the Italian elements,
comprise the majority of the laboring classes. Many of
the Portuguese are from the Azores, and are usually in-
dustrious and saving. Generally laborers are paid every
fifteen days; but house-servants, salesmen, and clerks,
monthly. At common labor men now earn at Rio about
eighty cents a day ; machinists, from scven to thirty dol-
lars a week, depending on the degree of skill and kind of
trade. Laboring-men at Rio usually live in estalagems
or in cortigos. The former is the name given to a num-
ber of small houses, built together and forming a square,
or sometimes even occupying the ground-floor of a respect-
able dwelling-house. A cortigo (hive) is where these houses
are almost limited to one room each, and have to be
reached by a common staircase and veranda. Quarters in
an estalagem may be rented at from five to eight dollars a
month; and in a cortico, at from three and a half to four
and a half dollars a month. Single men hiring only one
room pay two and a half to three and a half dollars a
month. These hives are generally very much wanting in
sanitary regards. The best quarters never comprise more
than three rooms—a sitting-room, a bedroom, and a kiteh-
en. The sitting-room and the bedroom are each about
ten feet square ; the kitchen much smaller. Some houses
do not have a kitchen, in which case the occupants cook
out in the common yard. In the sitting-room are gener-
ally found a pine-wood table, wooden or sometimes cane-
seated chairs, and, more rarely, a cane-seated sofa. In
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the bedroom stand a bedstead, an iron wash-stand, and,
perhaps, a chest of drawers; and on the walls may be seen
some cheap picture of a saint. In the kitchen is an iron
stove belonging to the house, an ecarthen water-jar, and
some shelves. Usually the bedroom has no window, but
there are openings at the top of the wall for ventilation.
The workman leaves his house for his work, and the wife
passes the whole day washing and ironing. The health of
these women often breaks down from overwork. Itisnot
usual among the laboring classes for families to lay up
money. Iowever, one sometimes sees men, particularly
the unmarried, endure all kinds of privations to save
money. Many of the young, toiling Portuguese look for-
ward to returning at some future day to their native island
or country, and buying a little patch of ground with all
its free appurtenances of sun and sky, and doubly dear
from its boyhood associations. In no clime do men work
harder than at Rio, and the frugal can rise in the world.
A short time ago there died at Rio a baron owning a num-
ber of houses, which brought him a monthly revenue of
seventeen hundred dollars, and who began life as a ped-
dler of liver and tripe. After the day’s work is done, the
time is frequently passed in card-playing, in a game of
quoits, or in singing. The Italians are fond of singing,
and amuse themselves thus, and by playing on the accor-
dion and banjo. Omne cotton and woolen factory at Rio
employs sixty women and forty-seven children as opera-
tives. Some other factories employ female operatives.
Women are also employed in boot and shoe factories.
Probably two thousand females are employed in manu-
facturing establishments in the city.

Of laboring-men seen in the strects a majority are
barefooted, and wear simply an undershirt, common black
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felt hat, and trousers of blue cotton drilling, often much
faded and patched. Scarcely one in a hundred wears a
cravat or anything about the neck. The bone and sinew
of Rio are replenished every year by some thousands of
temperate, industrious, and hardy people from the Azore
Islands and the mountain districts of Portugal.

Being the capital, Rio is under the jurisdiction of the
Crown, which attends to all such matters as the supply of
water, light, and police. The Municipal Council now have
a new and fine chamber; they are elected for four years,
and their president is the acting mayor. They receive
no salaries. Licenses for the sale of spirits are not high.
About every grocery retails spirits, or may do so; and
there are, besides, many stands, or kzosks, in the more fre-
quented squares where spirits are retailed. A good deal
of native rum is drunk by the slaves and lower class of la-
borers, which is sold at only a cent or two for a small glass.
The use of beer is increasing; but, while much strong
drink is consumed, intoxication is not very common. The
best business men and the best laboring-men are habitu-
ally temperate. DBuildings are taxed but vacant land is
nowhere taxed in Brazil. One may own acres of land in
the city limits without ever having to pay a tax on it.
What a happy place for real-estate dealers!—only that
there is a tax of six per cent on the amount of considera-
tion in every conveyance.

The Brazilians are a very patriotic people. Some of
the streets in the city bear as names the dates of impor-
tant national events. There are several political as well
as religious holidays, and they are generally ushered in
by the discharge of fire-crackers and rockets, the noise
of which sometimes continues with but little cessation
through the day.
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The Carnival seems to be losing something of its
popularity. The higher classes at that time keep within-
doors. The first reminder one has of the approaching
festival is the appearance, on the Sunday preceding it, of
boys, and especially mulattoes and blacks, in the streets,
dressed in tight-fitting suits of red cloth with long tails
and hoods, frequently masked, and who are called dzabos,
or devils. The rcal fun begins the afternoon before
Carnival-day and continues during the day. People then
have a good deal of sport, saluting even strangers with
mock politeness, squirting perfumed water at each other,
and throwing at whoever they think they can hit light
waxen balls of water the size of a hen’s egg. It is very
funny, especially to those who do not get too much of a
drenching. On these occasions passengers in the strect-
cars who are liable to be pelted from balconies, and people
in the more crowded streets, do not want to have on their
best clothes. Sometimes a cranky individual will resent
the sport, and a lively little interchange of fisticufls will
be the result. But for the most part everything passes
off in the best of humor, and mankind for a while seem
like a happy family. The celebration winds up with a
gorgeous torch-light procession of people of both sexes
in rich fancy costumes, sometimes masked, drawn in
highly decorated carriages. The male portion of the pro-
cession is made up principally of the different social clubs
whose organization is mostly for balls and other pleasure,
and which adopt singular names, such as ¢ Devil’s Licuten-
ants,” ¢ Fenians,” “ Democrats.”

The ordinary diversions are such as are found in most
large cities. There are several spacious theatres. Iorse-
racing is becoming frequent on Sundays and holidays,
and occasionally there is a bull-fight. DBut there is among
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the higher-toned people a growing disposition to encour-
age manly sports—rowing, ball-playing, and jumping.
The exhibitions of the Athletic Club are attended by the
imperial family and families of high social rank. When
business is good at Rio, some foreign opera company usu-
ally performs at the Dom Pedro Segundo Theatre during
the three cooler months—dJune, July, and August. On
such occasions the Emperor and Empress arc generally
to be seen in the imperial box. Ladies sitting in the first
tier of boxes, or dress-circle, are in full evening dress with-
out bonnets; if they sit in the parquet, they may wear
bonnets. The performance does not begin till eight
o’clock. There are long intermissions between the acts,
when most of the men go out and smoke cigarettes—it
is a cold day in Brazil when there are no cigarettes—or
take a cup of coffee, and the opera or play does not end
till after midnight. The Dom Pedro Segundo Theatre is
very large. The Beethoven Club, with an Englishman
at its head, is a valuable organization which provides sev-
eral small and one or two grand concerts every season.
With my family I attended two of its grand concerts in
the Casino Hall, situated opposite the Public Garden.
The music was of the highest order, and there was a
large number of performers; but there also the exercises
were spun out to an intolerable length: indeed, between
the second and third parts of one concert time was given
for some of the performers to sit down to a table in a
sideroom and partake of an elaborate meal while the
audience were lingering about and whiling away the time
as best they could. IIowever, during the ordinary inter-
missions many of the audience move about through the
ample corridors, or partake of refreshments which are for
sale at buffets in the palm-bordered siderooms. The
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imperial family with their attendants were present, and
sat, not with the audience, but in special chairs at one
side. The hall of the Casino will hold several thousand
people, and is finely proportioned, with a handsome gallery
on each side, supported by fluted pillars, and is with its
decorations an exceedingly beautiful hall. It is seldom
used, and only for grand balls of high society and an oc-
casional concert.

Street begging is illegal and is pretty much suppressed,
but there are certain people who are allowed to beg in
the streets on Saturdays, making their regular rounds;
their numerous visits are inconvenient, and I have ad-
mired the patience with which shopkeepers go to the
door and hand the poor one a copper.

Passing one afternoon with a friend along Rua Fra-
rista de Veiga, the streét on which the English church
at Rio is situated, and which runs along the foot of the
San Antonio ITill parallel with the front of the Public
Garden, we came, when in sight of the high aqueduct
arches, to the Foundling Hospital (Casa dos Erpostos),
into which we were admitted by a Sister of Charity.
Annually about four hundred infants of unknown parent-
age are secretly conveyed into this humane institution
through what is popularly called “the wheel.” Since its
establishment it has received forty thousand such infants!
They are taken care of eight days, then put into private
families for board at about five dollars a month each,
until a year and a half old, after which two dollars a
month are paid. About six thousand dollars a quarter are
thus paid by the asylum for the children’s outside board.
When old enough to attend school, they are brought back
to the institution, where they receive instruction till the
age of twelve years, and then are sent to learn trades. A
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little dower is given them when they marry. There are
now forty children in the asylum receiving instruction.
The building stands even with the sidewalk, and there is
nothing in its exterior to mark its character save, perhaps,
the place where the infants are deposited ; and this would
not attract the notice of a casual passer-by, unacquainted
with the building, because the opening in the wall is
scarcely apparent. What looks like a narrow and slightly
oval vertical panel in the wall set in a stone frame is the
outer side of the ¢ wheel,” a sort of barrel-shaped revolv-
ing dumb-waiter, with three open shelves on the interior
side. The outer side fits close, and a firm push is required
to make it turn and bring the shelves toward the street.
When this is done, a foundling can be laid on one of the
shelves ; and, as the wheel is again turned, it in a moment
conveys the child within the walls of the asylum into
what may be called the foundling reception room, and
at the same time rings a very loud alarm-bell. A Sister
of Charity or servant immediately comes and takes the
foundling ; and in order to preserve its identity for any
future purpose, a record is immediately made of the ex-
act time it was received, its sex, appearance, and clothing.
Sometimes the mother has pinned to its clothing the
name she wishes it to bear, and this wish is usually re-
spected. Nobody knows or cares to know who left the
child. The very contrivance of the wheel is to afford
secrecy.

Many of the foundlings are sick when received, and
from thirty to thirty-two per cent die, a smaller percent-
age than in former years. The number received in for-
mer times was also larger than at present, being from
five hundred to six hundred per year, thus showing that,
with the social improvement of the age, there is a decrease
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of illegitimate births, notwithstanding the growth of the
city. Many of the foundlings are mulattoes; and those
which I saw, in a dormitory of thirty-two beds, were quite
diminutive. There seemed scarcely to be a healthy-look-
ing child among them. The room they were in had a
quiet situation, with two windows, and, though large, the
atmosphere was close. The beds were in neat iron cribs,
with a muslin mosquito-bar for each. Slave-women are
invariably employed as wet-nurses, it being the policy of
the asylum not to employ in that capacity any of the
mothers of the foundlings. A physician visits the asylum
daily. It sometimes happens that parents wish to get their
children back, and, under proper circumstances and by
furnishing requisite proof of identity, they can do so. I
was informed by the Lady Superior, who politely accom-
panied us through the building, that there are now sixteen
Sisters of Charity of the Order of Sao Vincent de Paulo
living there and giving their services. It is a home for
them during life, they being well cared for when no
longer able for active duty. The institution was founded
in 1738 by Romao de Mattos Duarte, and is so amply
endowed that its own income is abundantly sufficient to
meet all its expenses. Though plain outwardly, the
building is very commodious and well finished ; all its
floors are of polished hard wood of dark color, waxed.
The room for the meetings of the board of administra-
tion is quite large. On one of its walls are full-length
portraits in oil of the founder, above mentioned, and of
D. Luiza Roza Avondano Pereira, an important bene-
factress of the institution. On another side are full-
length portraits of the present Emperor and Empress of
Brazil, and on the wall opposite them similar-sized por-
traits of the Emperor’s father and mother. The edifice
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has a court in the center, with a flower-garden and fount-
ain, and there is quite a piece of ground, belonging to
the premises, extending up on the Sio Antonio Hill, for
the recreation of the children. Indeed, the establishment
has in its size, finish, and equipment most of the substan-
tial qualities which affluence can provide ; and it can almost
be said that the foundling deposited in the “wheel”
enters a palace. The president of the board of directors
is the present prime minister, being the same individual
who is at the head of the administration of the great
Santa Casa Hospital. There are foundling asylums also
in the cities of Bahia and Pernambuco.

About ten years ago, I visited a prison, in one of the
smaller Protestant countries of Europe, where were fifty
female convicts undergoing a life-sentence for the mur-
der of their offspring. They were quietly and orderly
working at spinning and weaving, but I remember dis-
tinctly what a fixed expression of melancholy there was
on their faces. When I got home and was thinking the
matter over, I thought I could not have rightly under-
stood the director of the prison, that so many as fifty
women were under sentence for child-murder, and wrote
him to inquire if I was right. Ile replied that I had not
misunderstood him. I can not but believe that institu-
tions like this foundling hospital tend greatly to prevent
crime. They certainly prevent the practice of leaving
infants on door-steps.

In several of the provincial capitals there are asylums
for girls, under charge of Sisters of Charity, and which ap-
pear to have been founded by private benecficence. The
Asylum of Purity, established in 1874, in the province of
Sergipe, for the support, protection, and education of neg-
lected orphan girls, has a fund of five thousand dollars,
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and receives annually, by vote of the provineial legislature,
about two thousand dollars. The inmates, of whom there
are now twenty-seven, receive instruction in the common
branches, as well as sewing and house-work, and remain
till they are eighteen years of age, when in case of mar-
riage each one receives a dower of one hundred and twenty
dollars in money, and an outfit of the value of eighty dollars.

Epiphany is one of the days of the Catholic Church
kept with as much strictness as a New England Sunday,
though it come on a week-day. I took that day to visit,
with my family, the immense hospital called Sancta Casa
de Misericordia, or Ioly Ilouse of Mercy. It is the hos-
pital into which all sick seamen (if the disease be not con-
tagious), of whatever nationality, are received, and treated
gratuitously (the port charges, which foreign vessels pay,
are ample to cover such expenses), as well as the poor of
the city. It is richly endowed, and generally well admin-
istered. The nurses, who likewise mix the medicines,
are Sisters of Charity, of different nationalities. AsI had
visited the hospital several times previously, I did not on
this occasion enter the sick-wards, though in passing the
doors could look in. 'We were taken into the kitchen and
prescription-room, both spacious and neat ; also up-stairs
into a chapel, for which large space in every such institu-
tion is devoted ; also into a council-chamber or hall, on
whose walls were many poorly painted portraits. There
was also a full-sized plaster statue of the Emperor, though
it struck me a statue of the benevolent founder of the in-
stitution, and not in plaster either, would have been more
appropriate. Ilowever, there is in the reception-room a
marble bust of the founder. This hospital furnishes quar-
ters in a neighboring building for one or two hundred
orphan children. It is a splendid establishment, but too
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large to suit modern sanitary ideas, and its beds and pil-
lows are very hard.

Among other institutions which we visited during our
residence at Rio was the Blind Asylum, situated in Campa
S. Anna. It is a Government institution, the only one
in Brazil, with fifty pupils; occupies rented premises, and
receives an appropriation of twenty-five thousand dollars
a year. A few of the pupils speak, read, and write both
Portuguese and French, also play on the piano, and sing.
There is a brass band composed of pupils. Some of the
needlework of the women is ingenious.

There is a fairly respectable art-gallery at Rio, which
is visited on some holidays by a few hundred people ; but
the collection is inferior to what a foreigner would ex-
pect in a city so large, and -which for a century has been
the seat of a royal or imperial dynasty. There is some
pretension of imparting free instruction in painting; but
I got the impression that the privileges of instruction
there, and at the Conservatory of Music, are not much
sought after.

The principal and most modern supply of water comes
a distance of thirty miles from the mountain rivers Sao
Antonio and d’Ouro. It was estimated that the minimum
supply of the aqueduct from these streams would be thirty
million litres in twenty-four hours, but the Minister of
Agriculture and Public Works, when he visited the reser-
voir Pedregulho on the 21st of August, 1884, found the
supply to be only sixteen million litres in twenty-four
hours. The oldest aqueduet is the Carioca, which brings
water from heights between the Corcovado and Tijuca
Mountains, a distance of eight miles. About ten million
dollars in all have been expended for Rio’s supply of water,
which is a small sum to extend over two centuries, and
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for so large and so rich a city, and one which has been so
liable to dangerous epidemics. The water comes from
clear mountain-streams, and is good, but is not 2s abundant
as it ought to be. Several fountains have recently been
built in some of the squares of the city, but they are dry
nearly the year round. TRio ought to be as well supplied
with water as Rome, where in scores of fountains one sces
water enough to carry a mill, a part of which is brought
in aqueducts built in the time of the old republic. Some
of the water for Paris is now brought a hundred miles.

The scheme of building a bridge across the Bay of Rio
de Janeiro to connect the city with Nictheroy has been
advocated by capable engineers for several years, and by
the president of the provinee in his annual report, includ-
ing the latest. The shortest distance across is from the
Benedictine Iill in Rio to the hill of Armacio in Niec-
theroy—two miles and three quarters ; and the president
states that a bridge suitable for tramways, vehicles, and
foot-passsengers, and having a draw for big vessels, could
be built for six million dollars. ’

To see Rio in the glory of its tropical summer, one
should go there in our winter months, though perhaps the
safest time for Americans to be there would be from May
to September. That would be the winter season at Rio,
the most of which is like our pleasant summer weather.
There are then many nights when three blankets are not
too much cover.

With regard to the yellow fever, I would state that
with my family I have passed three continuous hot sea-
sons in the city without any of us incurring it. During
the first few months of its prevalence I felt a little nerv-
ous about it. The consular office was in the level business

center, and was sometimes visited by seamen in the incipi-
b
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ent stage of the disease; but as our residence was in one of
the most salubrious parts of the city, we gradually became
unconcerned about it, and went and came day and even-
ing in any part of the city without apprehension, and, as
it proved, without danger. Our diet was the same as it
would be in the United States. The yellow fever is not
necessarily a fatal disease, unless there be inherent weak-
ness of the constitution. The great preventives are to
avoid excess in respect to exposure, fatigue, and diet. The
first remedies are important yet simple. As soon as one
has the symptoms, which are severe pain in the head and
back, the approved practice is to go to bed, take a big
dose of castor-oil, and after that has had effect, aconite in
water to produce sweat. Good nursing, and especially
watching in the night, with frequent ice and milk, and
iced Seltzer-water, are important. Most frequently the
fatal cases are where single men or others lodge in apart-
ments alone, and become very ill before any friend or ac-
quaintance knows their condition. I do not think much
confidence is felt at Rio in the system of inoculation
against yellow fever, and which is but slightly in vogue
there. Usually a few deaths from the disease are reported
in December, and the mortality increases till into March
and April, which are the worst months. There was a bad
epidemic in 1883 ; another, though lighter, in 1884 ; still
lighter in 1885 ; but worse, again, in 1886. The deaths
from yellow fever for the first half of 1886 were nine

'l hundred and sixty-seven. There is a public yellow-fever

4 hospital, called Jurujuba, situated on the shore of a distant
inlet on the opposite side of the bay from Rio. If a sea-
man on any vessel is sick with the fever, a yellow flag is
hoisted and a public health-boat comes and takes him to
the hospital.
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For a few years back a regulation of the port of Rio
has required all vessels arriving in the hot seascn to an-
chor, discharge and load cargo at least a mile frora shore,
which has had a remarkably good effect in keeping the
yellow fever from the shipping, but adds greatly to the
expense of transportation.

On account of a certain dampness in the atmosphere
of Rio, there is more mortality from consumption than
from yellow fever. The deaths from consumption in
June, 1886, were one hundred and fifty. Dr. James A.
Stewart, M. D., Commissioner of ITealth and Registrar for
the city of Baltimore, writing me under date of December
15, 1884, said: “ The mortuary reports of the city of
Rio de Janeiro, which I have had the pleasure to receive
from you for some time past, have greatly interested me
on account of the surprising preponderance of pulmonary
consumption over all other causes of death. We have
evidently been making a great mistake in sending our
constmptive patients to Rio for relief.”




CHAPTER 1IV.

LIFE AND MANNERS.

At our residence up in Rua das Larangeiras, two miles
from the busiest part of the city, Sundays, and especially
Sunday mornings, seemed as quiet as they are in the Unit-
ed States. To me those mornings, so tranquil, so clear
and sunny, were generally very charming. Foliage-cov-
ered hills behind and in front of the house gave the
place a country aspect. The wren, and numerous other
small Dirds, in some tall trees in the door-yard, made the
air vocal with their notes. But sometimes, and as if to
show a certain laxness of affairs, the discordant report of
a musket would come from one of the hills, where a mis-
chievous boy was hunting birds. As a rule, Sunday is a
quiet day at Rio, though many retail shops are kept open,
and some kinds of out-door labor carried on. DBilliard-
rooms and other places of amusement are more frequented
then than on week-days. Though Brazil is a Catholic
country, religious liberty is declared in the Constitution,
and exists practically in the principal cities. A Protestant
at Rio, wishing to attend public religious worship, would
- find several churches on a respectable footing. The Chapel
of the Church of England is a building which will com-
fortably seat several hundred people, has a good organ,
and is frequented by a fair congregation composed of
British subjects and Americans. The preaching is by



LIFE AND MANNERS. 53

Rev. Frederick Young, A. M., an able and attentive pas-
tor. The Presbyterian church dates back many years,
and has a numerous membership among the native poorer
class. The church building is spacious, the services are
in the Portuguese language, and the singing is congrega-
tional. It is mainly supported by the American Pres-
Dyterian Missionary Society, and the American pastors
are Rev. Messrs. Houston and Kyle. An able Brazilian
preaches Sunday evenings. The Presbyterians also have
a church at Bahia and at several other places. The
Methodists, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
who for some time held services in their neat chapel
about opposite the Strangers’ Ilotel, have lately built a
fine church edifice adjoining the chapel, where religious
exercises and Sunday-school are held in English in the
morning, and in Portuguese in the evening. The pastors,
Revs. J. J. Ransom (temporarily at Juiz de I'ora) and
J. L. Kennedy, preach in both langunages. The Baptists
also have a church, under the charge of Rev. W. B. Bag-
by. All these pastors whose names I have mentioned
have their families living at Rio, and command respect.
Mr. Ransom is a preacher of unusual eloquence. The
Methodists are looking forward to have an important
young ladies’ school established at Rio, under their au-
spices. The Woman’s Missionary Society, of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, South, of which Mrs. Juliana
Hayes, of Baltimore, is president, undertook to raise a
fund of fifty thousand dollars for a young ladies’ school
in Brazil, to serve as a centenary monument of the
Methodist Church. Over half of the amount had been
raised in 1885. I might here say that there are perhaps
two hundred Americans residing at Rio ; the proportion
of English, French, and Germans is much larger—of
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course the largest separate foreign element is the Portu-
guese.

I should say that a vast majority of the population of
Rio are indifferent to religious matters. One effect of
the increase of Protestant churches in Brazil will be an
awakening of the Catholic Church. There is nothing
more beneficial than competition. At present the Catho-
lic Church in Brazil is in a feeble state. DBut there are
many of the best Brazilian families who are religious, and
who, by a posture of devotion before a meal or other act,
manifest a thoughtfulness of religion. Seven days after
the death of a near relative, the whole family attends a
special mass at church, and another at the anniversary
of the death. There is not preaching, however, regularly
in the Catholic churches on Sundays. The Catholic
priests arc poorly paid. As an intellectual force they
amount to but very little, and do not have that considera-
tion which the Catholic clergy enjoy in Protestant coun-
tries. After the Protestant Church gets well established
in Brazil, and church-attendance becomes as popular as
it is in England and the United States, the Catholic
Church will very likely exert a more elevating influence
than it now does. A Brazilian official told Mr. Cham-
berlain, the Presbyterian missionary at Sdo Paulo, that he
wished he would spread his religion, citing the influence
of an old Brazilian citizen, of local influence, living in a
remote country place in the province of Sido Paulo, who
had been converted to the Presbyterian faith and held
prayer-meetings in his house, and from whose district no
crimes were reported.

In the larger cities, where there is more than ordi-
nary intelligence, the Protestant missionaries are pretty
sure of peaceable treatment; but occasionally, in remote
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places, they meet at first with rude opposition from the
lower classes. However, the men of influence generally
have that national pride that leads them to interpose in
case of any excess, and guarantee the missiorary protec-
tion in the exercise of freedom of speech and worship.
In the truly disciplined Brazilian family are some pe-
culiar customs. When evening comes, the members of
the family bid each other “boa noite ”—literally, “ gcod-
night.” They may be sitting at dinner, and, on the
lights being lit, it is a reminder that evening has come.
Then they exchange this salutation, and the children rise
and kiss the hands of their parents. This custom is in-
herited from the Portuguese, and is more generally ob-
served in the country than in the city. If it be the
father whom the children address, they say, “ A bencdo,
mew pai”—Your blessing, father!” - The patriarchal
and religious usage of children kissing the hands of their
parents at night and morning, and when meeting after an
absence, even after they are grown up, is observed in
cultured families. And out of the family circle, pcople
sometimes kiss the hands of those much above them in
rank and age. I once saw a fashionable Brazilian lady
and grown daughter meet and speak with a priest in the
street, and the daughter kissed the priest’s hand. In
passing a church, three or four men out of twenty in a
street-car will raise their hats. They do not regard it as
superstition, but as a delicate expression of religious senti-
ment. So, when a funeral is met, men usunally lift their
hats as the hearse passes them. There are but few re-
ligious processions in the street. The Emperor and cabi-
net ministers walk in that of Corpus Christi, but it com-
mands few marks of reverence from the masses; on the
contrary, it is generally obstructed by a dense crowd of
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gazers. The attendance at funerals is principally of male
friends. Ladies, even nearest relatives, do not accom-
pany the remains to the place of burial. Male friends,
however, in large numbers, make it a point to attend the
funeral with a carriage at their own expense, and to drive
to the grave. Many funeral processions comprise forty
or more two-mule open carriages, driven at a rapid pace,
and containing, often, but one man, who not unlikely
will be smoking.

Thursday and Saturday afternoons are popular times
for weddings, which have this peculiarity, that the car-
riages are lined with white satin, and are drawn by
beautiful white horses used only on such occasions. Mar-
riage is a religious institution, though there is some agita-
tion for making the rite valid as a civil contract.

The Brazilians, though a grave people, have consider-
able humor. As an example—though a homely one—the
sneezing of a goat, of which there are many at Rio, is re-
garded as a sign of fair weather. Sometimes, when a per-
son sneezes, the by-stander laughingly says, “ We will have
good weather.” They are, likewise, a bencvolent people.
It is not very uncommon, when a family of children have
been left orphans, for an uncle or some near relative to
adopt them all into his house, and provide for and treat
them as members of his own family. Although the Bra-
zilians observe a number of religious holidays, they fortu-
nately are not without some political or national holidays.
It is useful for a people to pause, once a year at least, and
think of their forefathers. ¢“ A people,” said Mr. Burke,
¢«will never look forward to posterity who never look
backward to their ancestors.” The anniversary of the in-
dependence of the empire is the 7th of September, and,
though it may occur on Sunday, as did the sixty-third
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anniversary, in 1884, the Drazilians do not, on that ac-
count, postpone the customary commemorative exercises
till the next day. Indeed, the official exercises are partly
religious and partly secular. The observance of the
sixty-third anniversary began as usual at the capital by an
artillery salute at daybreak, and the playing of the na-
tional hymn by several bands of music around the bronze
equestrian statue of the founder of the emipire, Dom
Pedro I, in the park Constitution, which was illumi-
nated, decorated with flags and streamers, and which had
been thronged with people all night. The forts in the
harbor also thundered forth a salute in the morning, at
1 p. 2., and again at 6 p. m.; the ships of war, national
and foreign, doing the same. The imperial family at-
tended the service of 7¢ Deum at the imperial chapel at
noon, and at 1 p. »r. held a reception in the old city palace
(which is close to the chapel, but three miles from the
Emperor’s residence), which was attended by a large
gathering of civil, military, and naval officers, repre-
sentatives of literary, scientific, and Dbenevolent socie-
ties, and by private individuals. The diplomatic body,
through its ranking member, the Pope’s nuncio, pre-
sented a congratulatory address. The seventh battalion
of infantry served as a guard of honor. On this occasion
it was noticed that when the Emperor and Empress ar-
rived at the palace, loud cheers were given for the Em-
peror and independence, owing partly, probably, to the
anti-slavery enthusiasm of the time. The same afternoon
the Emperor and Empress, and the Princess Imperial, with
her husband, Count d’Eu, were present at a meeting of
the Working Union, in the theatre of San Luiz, where a
senator presided ; an elaborate discourse was pronounced,
several pieces of music executed ; a poem, dedicated to the
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Empress, recited ; also an address delivered by the foreman
of the government machine-shops. In the evening the
imperial family attended an opera performance. During
the day a regatta took place, on a small scale, in a newly
opened boat-rink, bands of music played in the public
parks, and sixteen hundred persons visited the exhibition
of the Academy of Iine Arts. No oration was delivered
on the memories of the day, yet there was one elaborate
political address made by a leading abolitionist, under the
auspices of the Abolition Society, his subject being «“The
Cause of the Decadency of Brazil.” There were fewer
fireworks than usual on festival-days, and good order
prevailed. Flags were displayed very generally. The
weather was perfect.

I suppose that the three countries in which popular
government has shown the greatest vigor are England,
France, and the United States; and these are about the
only countries in which the bar has had free scope,
and occupied high rank. Great constitutional prin-
ciples have often had their noblest defense in the
forum. Although the legal profession is esteemed in
Brazil, and there are learned lawyers, there is not that
opportunity for the public discussion of legal questions
that there is in the countries mentioned. In all civil
cases, legal arguments are submitted in writing. There
are two largely attended law-schools, one at Pernambuco
and the other at Sdao Paulo, both being supported by
public money. On my visit to the library of the school
at Sdo Paulo, I took particular notice to see what English
or American law-books there were, and was surprised to
find that these great founts of jurisprudence were repre-
sented by about half a dozen antiquated and wnimportant
volumes. There is no public law library at Rio. In the
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National Library, the only edition of Blackstone’s “ Com-
mentaries ” is in French. It seems to me the legal pro-
fession of DBrazil is ignorant of English jurisprudence.
It has never felt even the spray of the great fountain of
English Jegal literature, much less quaffed its living
waters. IHowever, the higher tribunals command general
respect.

How would American or English physicians be likely
to succeed at Rio? The first part of this question has
been addressed to me by a correspondent; and my an-
swer is that, assuming them to be persons of real skill
and merit, they would in time meet with fair and possibly
brilliant success. They would, however, at first meet
with great competition, the medical profession at Rio
being crowded. Whatever might have been their pre-
vious training and experience, and however distinguished
the diplomas they might bring, they would still have to
undergo a rigid examination conducted in the Portuguese
language, to test their qualifications for practice. Neither
could they expect to receive the slightest degree of favor,
but, on the contrary, they would be subjected to treat-
ment exacting, jealous, and suspicious. The same will
apply to all foreigners who undertake to enter any of the
professions, including that of dentistry.

Very few physicians drive in a private conveyance to
visit their patients, and none support stylish equipages ;
they sometimes go in the street-cars, but generally in a
public one-horse chaise. Their usual charge for a day-
visit is ten milreis, at present exchange about four dollars,
and double that amount for a night-visit. There are two
English physicians at Rio who have a good practice, but
there is no American physician.

The American dentist holds his own in Rio just as he
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does in all other large foreign cities. There are half a
dozen such dentists who have a good practice, clearing
twenty-odd dollars a day, but working very hard to do so.
One of these dentists,a young man, popular professionally
and socially, related to me some funny experience he had
at a social visit to one of his genteel patients, and which
Tlustrates the humor and freedom of Brazilian society.
It was an evening party given by a young married couple.
The gentlemen were out on the garden veranda smoking
and drinking healths. Presently the young host proposed
the health of the dentist, when, instead of exclaiming
« Viva!” they all put their hands up to their faces and
began to scream, as if undergoing a terrible dental opera-
tion.

There are two large medical schools in Brazil under
the control of and supported in part by the Government;
one being in the city of Bahia, and the other at Rio de
Janeiro. A new and very fine medical school-building of
granite is being erected at Rio, on Botafogo Bay, com-
manding a grand view of the harbor. The course of
study at the medical schools occupies eight years. The
graduation is a gala occasion. The students who graduate
wear black silk gowns, white cravats, and black university
caps. Accompanied by their near relatives, who, with
them, have looked forward for so many years to this their
triumphal day, and who now share with them its joys,
they drive in fine carriages to church and attend a solemn
mass. And for my part I admire to see ceremonies of
solemnity accompany the admission of people to this noble
and important profession. Neither in city nor country is
the Brazilian physician allowed to deal out and deliver
medicine. He must write a prescription, and the pre-
seription must be filled by a licensed druggist, who re-
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cords the preseription and labels the medicine with jts
name and character. In the country, where a physician
often rides horseback twenty miles to visit a patient, this
practice may be very inconvenient. The patient can
grow much worse or better before obtaining medicine.

Surgeons, in Brazil, who have performed successful
operations have frequently been very liberally paid ; and
there are some who accunulate fortunes. There is a
small medical periodical at Rio.

Marriage in Brazil is still regarded as a religious cere-
mony and not as a civil contract. To be valid it must,
therefore, be performed by a duly authorized clergyman.
If one or both of the parties be of a religion other than
the Catholie, the marriage may be celebrated by a duly
authorized pastor or clergyman of such non-Catholic relig-
ion, but in every case must be legally registered ; also,
prior to celebration, the intention of its being celebrated
must be publicly announced in the church on three Sun-
days, or published. Those belonging to the Catholic
Church are, of course, married by the clergy of that
church; but, in the larger cities, and especially ‘in the
provinces of Rio de Janeiro and Sio Paulo, owing to the
presence of American missionaries as well as of clergymen
of the Church of England, Protestants would readily ob-
tain the services of some minister of that faith.

Americans abroad sometimes suppose that a diplomatic
or consular officer of their country can perform the mar-
riage ceremony ; but such is not the case. It is usual,
however, and in conformity with regulations, for the mar-
riage of an American abroad to be performed before and
in the presence of the consular officer. In such case he
also signs the record of the marriage as a witness. He

also, at request of the parties, afterward furnishes a cer-
6
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tificate of the marriage, setting forth the names, ages,
places of birth of the parties, who the marriage was per-
formed by, where, and when ; a copy of which he delivers
to each one of the married couple, and the other he sends
to the Department of State, Washington.

It seems that British consular officers in Brazil have
authority to perform the marriage ceremony ; and it is
not unusual for British subjects to be first married at
their consulate and then again by a clergyman.

Some inconvenience has arisen in the province of Rio
Grande do Sul, from notaries public having illegally as-
sumed to marry a dozen or twenty couples of non-Catholic
German immigrants. As a matter of course, the Brazilian
Government, through its Minister of the Empire, had to
declare that the marriages were illegal, though the parties
who were married were innocent of any wrong intention,
had cohabited for some years,and had children born to
them. The marriages could be legalized by the Legisla-
ture.

Any foreigner living in Brazil and wishing to make a
will must make it, not according to the laws of his own
country, but according to the laws of Brazil, so far as re-
gards any property, real or personal, of his that may be in
Brazil at the time of his death. Ilis will must conform
to the Brazilian law of inheritance. According to such
law, a testator can dispose of one third of all his property
as he pleases; but he is obliged to give one third to his
widow and one third to his children. If he leaves no
will, one half of the property goes to the wife—in case
there had been no previous marriage settlement—and the
other half equally to the children. The estate which a
deceased foreigner may leave in Brazil, whether real or
personal, and whether he leaves a will or not, has to be
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settled by the orphans’ court. The consular officer of his
country is allowed to examine the list of property and
watch the proceedings, and that is all. The taxes and
charges to which such property is subjected are regarded
as exceedingly exorbitant. A Brazilian in Rio worth four
hundred thousand dollars was lately struck by a falling
piece of timber and suddenly killed. He had made no
will, yet left two iliegitimate sons to whom he was much
attached, but who received no part of his property.

Debts due druggists, physicians, and the clergy are
privileged. Tradesmen readily extend credit to mechan-
ics and laborers to the amount of half their wages. In
wholesale trade the cash buyer gains a very considerable
advantage. In the dry-goods trade, for example, a credit
of twelve months is granted, but if the purchaser pays
cash he will get twelve to fourteen per cent discount.
Generally all products of the country are sold for cash or
on three months’ credit. Coffec is a cash article. Fresh
meat, fresh fish, and mechanical work command cash. In
imports, salt, lumber, petroleum, copper, lead, and codfish
are cash articles. Ilour is sold at six months’ credit, or
cash at six per cent discount. There is a tendency to
increase the list of cash articles. There is a system of
amicable adjudication in which a plaintiff at the court of
first instance or of original jurisdiction obtains judgment
for so much of a claim to be paid monthly. If a debtor
fails so to pay, appeal can be had to a higher court, which
gives judgment for the whole amount. Business is gen-
erally conservative, and conducted with that steady and
economical spirit which is characteristic of the Portu-
guese. The accumulation of great fortunes is not of fre-
quent occurrence. There is a permanent and general
bankrupt law. DBankruptcy that is settled according to
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legal forms is not frequent; but failures attended with
private settlement are frequent. The long-credit system
of Brazil, though a relic of old and slow business times,
has naturally been fostered by the great extent of the
country and the difficulties of communication. It is a
subject of frequent complaint in all business circles.

An official Brazilian report made in 1881, treating of
the interior of the provinee of Maranham, says: ¢ Who-
ever has seen one of our villages has seen all, beeause, un-
happily, in all is noticed an absolute lack of taste in the
construction of the dwellings, showing yet more promi-
nently the indolence and misery which everywhere pre-
vail. To a visitor our interior looks like an old and aban-
doned country, where everything is going to decay, and
the common necessaries of life are not to be met with.”
M. Andrade, the president of the province, in his mes-
sage to the Legislative Assembly, February, 1884, says,
«7To speak frankly, what is needful is to wrest this noble
province from the lethargy which oppresses it.”  This is
the province at which the American steamers first touch,
on their way to Rio, after leaving Pard. Its natural
resources are important. It contains several navigable
rivers, and most of the population is in towns along their
banks. A civil engineer of Brazil, whose home is in this
province, in giving me a description of the rivers, and of
the finely wooded and fertile tracts accessible therefrom,
rather dampened the delightful impression I had got from
Lis statements, by telling me, in answer to a direct ques-
tion, that he had once seen one of those big, cattle-swallow-
ing serpents, the anaconda, swimming along in one of
these rivers. “There is an abundance of good land, but
the chief obstacle to its cultivation,” writes a resident of
the provinee, is “the want of proper roads and an enter-
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prising population to open the country, and better legis-
lation for inducing and facilitating immigration.”

The province of Ceard is remarkable for the famine
which occurred there a few years ago. “Industry and
trade generally, in the province,” writes Mr. George IIol-
derness, American consular agent at the port of Ceard,
in 1884, “have made no progress since 1877, the begin-
ning of the great drought. Emigration from the prov-
ince, which commenced then, has since continued in an
increasing degree, up to the beginning of 1884.” It is
estimated that the number of Cearense, who emigrated to
the province of Amazonas, alone, amounted to thirty thou-
sand, many of whom found a grave on the banks of the
Amazon. The interior of the provinee is thinly peopled,
and a state of desolation prevails. The agricultural class
in the interior are represented as having no means of rec-
reation to speak of. Ilorseback-riding is the only exer-
cise they take. Ior amusement the men play cards, and
also play on the viola or guitar. There is no national game
among the boys. The poor pcople have been benefited
by the export of goat-skins, a trade started recently. ~ Over
two hundred thousand of these were shipped to the United
States in 1884, and nearly as many to Europe. The ex-
port of oranges to the United States has lately commenced.
The principal export from Ceard is cotton, of which ten
million pounds were exported in 1884. The interior is
mostly composed of highlands, which are used for cattle-
breeding. Since the white settlements began, there have
been four or five fatal droughts there, the last and one
of the worst of which occurred in 1877-1878. The two
previous years there had been an excess of rain. By
March, 1877, the bishop ordered prayers in all the churches
for rain. Weeks and months passed, while the situation
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was growing worse. The crops failed, and by April and
May the poorer people began to flock to the villages for
food. The forage had disappeared, and the stock-raisers
began to slaughter their cattle for their hides and tallow.
There was local relief as long as the generously disposed
had the means. Some provisions were brought in from
neighboring provinces on the backs of animals. Such
relief, of course, could only be very limited. The terri-
tory was then, and is now, so unprovided with good roads
and means of transportation, that a drought, which under
different circumstances could have been tided over with-
out much suffering, rcached there and then the propor-
tions of a tragic and melancholy famine. By the middle
of 1877 many thousands of the interior inhabitants were
fleeing, half naked and in a state of destitution, toward
the coast cities. Many perished on the way, but many
thousands more, who arrived at places where there was
food, subsequently died of discase. Probably it is quite
within bounds to estimate the mortality in the province,
from the famine, at two hundred thousand. The General
Assembly of DBrazil finally voted a large sum of money for
the relief of the destitution.

An observing friend, who recently traveled in the
province of Paran4, has given me his impressions of the
condition and manners of the people there. In his opin-
ion, the natural fertility of the soil tends to make the in-
habitants indolent. Each head of a family plants a small
plot of ground, whose produce may last a year. He docs
not try to do more. He does not raise crops for the mar-
ket. Nearly all of the commerce of the province is in
the yerba maté but even this they do not cultivate. It
grows wild, and the people who bring it to town do so
from the necessity of having to procure certain neces-
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saries. The higher class is also indolent, going to bed
early and rising late. What gives life to the town is
the coming and going of the colonists in selling milk and
other small things. There are scarcely any amusements,
On Sundays people have balls, and now and then church
testivals. The feeling toward immigrants and foreigners
is kind. Curitiba, the capital, is perhaps the only place
in the empire where Protestants have been allowed to
build a house of worship with the exterior of a church,
namely, with a church-steeple. The work was stopped by
the Government, on account of being against the law,
but the local sentiment tolerated it, and the church has
been completed. The houses at Curitiba arc built of
brick or pine-wood, principally of the latter, and the
roofs are shingled with the native pine. The furniture
is made of the same. :

Young women marry at different ages, from thirteen
years upward. If the parents are rich, they give a dower;
otherwise, they merely furnish the wedding outfit, con-
sisting of considerable clothing and linen. Young women
of the middle class, besides helping in the work of
the house, devote themselves to sewing and sometimes
even washing and ironing. There are few books which
a young girl can read in Brazil, because, as a rule, the
novels are not of a very high moral tone. There are no
story-books, or anything of the sort, for the young; they
cither read nothing, or else read novels in books or from
newspapers.

There is a normal school at Curitiba, kept in a
pretty good building, but its furniture is scanty. There
are a few maps on the wall, one or two blackboards, and
nothing more. The library is not small, but the books
are of little value, and apparently were donated by per-
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sons who wished to get rid of them. There is a private
school kept by the German pastor in the German Prot-
estant church, with a large attendance. The seats are
mere benches.

The dress of the people is in the same style as at Rio,
exeept that perhaps the people are not so particular as to
cleanliness and good material.

The surface in Parand is divided into two distinet
portions, the coast belt and the interior tablelland. As-
cending the mountains, forest-covered, we come to a
table-land entirely flat, at an elevation of three thousand
feet, and which is studded here and there with pine-for-
ests. Going from Paranagua to Curitiba, the scenery is
very beautiful and grand.

Mr. Bigg-Wither, an English engineer employed two
or three ycars on a railway survey in the wilds of Pa-
ran4, describes, in his interesting work, Pioneering in
South Brazil,” a visit in 1872 to the home of a Brazilian
landed proprietor, who represented a type of the ordinary
backwoods planter and stock-raiser, but who at that date
was a generation—one would think a century—behind
the intelligent and cultivated class of planters. Mr. Bigg-
Wither, traveling with assistants and supplies loaded on
mules, had got within about a day’s march of his destined
headquarters, Colonia Thereza, in the great forest-covered
valley of the Ivahy. TIIe says: © We followed Sr. An-
drade into the house, and found ourselves in a little tim-
ber-built room, of about fourteen feet by twelve feet,
with doors in cach of the walls opening into other
apartments, whose mysteries will presently be explained.
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